
REVIEWERS GUIDANCE – ASSOCIATE LEVEL
	Practice descriptors and examples of expected content 



	1.  Recognises and initiates the immediate care needs of the patient
 

	· Discusses ability to determine care priorities and interventions following assessment

· Discusses making appropriate interventions following assessment e.g. managing pressure risk, managing abnormal vital signs & other tests e.g. oxygen saturation, cannulation, venepuncture, ECG recording, pregnancy testing, 

· Discusses queue management

· Discusses ability to provide care for a wide range of patients.


	2.  Takes an appropriate clinical history, assesses the patient and conducts a clinical examination.



	· Discusses undertaking history & nursing assessment, planning care and evaluating effectiveness of interventions 

· Discusses underpinning decision making with pathophysiological and pathopsychological knowledge

· Discusses interpretation of findings from history taking and interventions (such as vital signs, pregnancy testing etc) and planning individualised patient care

· Discusses underpinning decision making with pathophysiological and pathopsychological knowledge

· Discusses the utilisation of patient pathways or algorithms to determine care plan.
· Discusses expanding nursing practice to meet requirement for undertaking clinical examinations


	3.   Decides on the priorities of care & initiates immediate interventions


	· Discusses competency at undertaking initial assessment and determining priority (triage)

· Discusses queue management

· Discusses the utilisation of patient pathways or algorithms to determine priorities 

· Discusses prioritising care for a group of patients.

· Discusses dynamic process of prioritisation



	4.   Delivers direct patient care


	· Discusses ability to work in a triage role, determining interventions to be able to prioritise care for most patients complaints

· Discusses changing practice in light of new evidence

· Discusses utilisation of evidence base to determine care priorities e.g. cardiac arrest algorithms, patient pathways or research
· Discusses ability to undertake an assessment and interventions as appropriate

· Discusses ability to follow a clinical care pathway

· Discusses ability to initiate care following assessment and planning.

· Discusses underpinning decision making with pathophysiological and pathopsychological knowledge

· 

	5.   Monitors  and evaluates care


	· Discusses ability to monitor individualised care following assessment and planning.

· Discusses underpinning decision making with pathophysiological and pathopsychological knowledge 
· Discusses utilising a systematic approach to undertaking a clinical examination.

· Discusses ability and experience of evaluating the care provided by self and peers; this could be when managing a range of patients, managing an area in the department and being responsible for the care delivered, it could also be through undertaking audit of records.

· Discusses reflecting on practice and change own practice, which is rationalised from an evidence base


	6. Facilitates the safe discharge or transfer for emergency patients

	· Discusses ability to determine interventions of other health care professionals to ensure safe discharge and minimising risk.

· Discusses identification of vulnerable patients and ability to assess to determine safe discharge.

· Discusses ensuring patient has necessary knowledge/ health advice / treatments / medications / follow up care arranged prior to discharge

· Discusses following a systematic approach to discharge planning.
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